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Kai Tak Coming to Life
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In summer this year, two events signalled the start of a new era at Kai Tak with
an inaugural berthing at the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal in the Former Runway plus
a community planting day at the North Apron area to mark the completion of
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the first stage of infrastructure works under the Kai Tak Development (KTD).
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Cruising into Operation

B On June 12, the world-
class cruise liner Mariner
of the Seas edged in to
berth at the Kai Tak Cruise
Terminal and marked its
maiden call to Hong Kong
as the first vessel officially
to use the brand new
state-of-the-art port
facilities. Once the site of
Hong Kong’s legendary
airport that welcomed
millions of passengers over
many decades, Kai Tak

is reborn as the gateway
to the city by sea. The
more than 3 000 Royal
Caribbean International
cruise liner passengers
from all over the world

: A World-Class Port Facility
. Constructing this impressive
. cruise terminal, which

. eventually will be capable
o handling simultaneously

- two of the world’s largest

- cruise liners of up to 220 000 :
. gross tonnages each, was

: aformidable task. The site

: formation works, carried out
: by the Civil Engineering and
: Development Department

: (CEDD) in stages, involved

* building a new 1 100m-long
. sloping seawall and an

. extensive apron area

. featuring a quay deck of

: 850m by 35m. To enable

. these enormous vessels

- to safely manoeuvre and

AR
Kai Tak Bridge

were clearly impressed by
this HK$8.2 billion project,
including the Kai Tak Cruise
Terminal building and
berthing facilities on their
20-hour overnight stay.

The Kai Tak Cruise Terminal
is the first major tourism
infrastructure project
completed in KTD and is a
key element of the strategy
to develop Hong Kong into
a major Asian cruise hub
with all the benefits this
source of tourism will bring.

* berth, about 86 hectares

- of adjoining seabed would
: require dredging up to

- 12-13m of water depth.

- While the first berth has

: now been commissioned,

: the second berth will be

. completed in 2014 to be

: used by medium-sized

: vessels. Upon relocation of

. the submarine gas mains

. by Towngas and completion
. of the remaining dredging

: works by CEDD, it will then

- be available for use by 2015
- by the biggest kind of ships.
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: Building an Iconic

. Gateway

. Standing proud at the end
- of the Former Runway

. in the middle of Victoria

* Harbour, the new Kai Tak

Cruise Terminal building is

. understated and elegant
. with an elongated form

: that will create an iconic
- landmark for Hong Kong.

. The three-storey terminal

. building has 143 000m? of
: floor space, which includes
- approximately 23 000m? of
: passenger waiting, check-

. in and baggage handling

. areas with further 5 600m?
: of ancillary commercial

. space. At peak times, the

: customs, immigration and

. quarantine facilities will

: be able to handle 3 000

- passengers per hour. And

. five boarding bridges along
. the two berths give fast

. and convenient access for

. passengers of vessels of

. any size.
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Inaugural Berthing at
the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal
by Mariner of the Seas
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: known as the Kai Tak Cruise
. Terminal Park, is one of

- the largest public roof

: gardens in Hong Kong.

* Tt will be connected to

. the Runway Park at the

- tip of the Former Runway

. providing a beautiful place

. for cruise passengers and

: local residents to gather,

. have leisure walk and enjoy
- spectacular harbour views.

. Green and Flexible Design
. Besides the impressive

. look, the new Kai Tak Cruise

- Terminal building features

: various sustainable designs

: including connection to the

. District Cooling System,

- photovoltaic systems, a solar
: hot water system, rain water
recycling for irrigation, and

. service-on-demand controls
. for escalators and passenger
. conveyor walkways, ensuring
: that the terminal building

* is environmental as well as

: tourist friendly.

: : The terminal building has
. Set at regular intervals along
. the terminal building, four
: full height atria let natural
- light flood in to create a

- vibrant, comfortable and

- lively environment. On

: the rooftop, a landscaped

- deck of nearly 23 000m?,

a wide span structure that

- is designed to optimize

. flow and flexibility with

. the waiting halls easily

. converted to other uses such
as conferences, exhibitions,

. meetings and banquets

- during the non-peak periods.
. To promote cruise tourism

- and demonstrate the

: versatility of the terminal

- building, the Travel Industry
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- Council of Hong Kong

. organized a Cruise

. Holiday Expo in the

. terminal building from

: September 20 to 22 this
- year. Others non-cruise

. events (e.g. car shows)

- were held in August and
: September to showcase
- the flexibility of the

. cruise terminal structure
. in hosting various events.

- Well Supported and

: Connected

. The cruise terminal’s

. position at the end of a
: runway long enough to

- land 747s in its heyday

: meant that good

. connections were

. essential for passengers
© to get into town and

- ships to be provisioned,
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Cruise Terminal
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- while enabling the

. community to enjoy the

* Kai Tak Cruise Terminal Park,
- the nearby Runway Park

. and other waterfront walks.
. As a quick interim solution,

: CEDD started construction

* back in 2009 and completed
: in May 2013 the stage 1

. advance infrastructure

. works for developments

. at the southern part of

- the Former Runway, at a

. project estimate of about

. HK$540 million.

* A newly built 1.8km

: temporary access road

. with asingle two-lane

. carriageway was a

: key element of this

* infrastructure. The road

. comprises three individual
. parts: Shing Cheong Road,

: Kai Tak Bridge and

Shing Fung Road, which

: connect the cruise terminal

. and Runway Park directly

- to Cheung Yip Street in

. Kowloon Bay. For greater

- public enjoyment of the

. waterfront areas,

- Shing Fung Road will in

. future be located to the

: middle of the Former

: Runway and expanded into
. adual 2-lane carriageway,

. whereas the existing section
: of this new access road

- will be converted as part

. of a 25-m wide waterfront
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Passenger waiting hall on 2nd Floor
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- promenade. This change

- isin response to the clear

. desire of the community for
. avehicle-free waterfront at
: Kai Tak as reflected in the

- public consultations.

. Setin a Green Scene

- Walking leisurely along the

: Former Runway to enjoy the
: harbour view is no longer

: adream now. Shing Fung

. Road, part of the new access
. road running along the

: edge of the Former Runway,
- provides a landscaped

. waterfront footpath facing

. Kowloon Bay and Kwun Tong
. for everyone to enjoy.

: The greenery beside this

* Shing Fung Road section

. has been set back to give

. magnificent unobstructed

. sea views from the walkway.
:Again, to enhance visual

. permeability, the railings

. along the promenade are

- fitted with horizontal infill

. bars instead of conventional
+ vertical infillings. The

. pedestrian and carriageway
. light poles along the

. waterfront promenade

. are also integrated where

- possible to enhance visual

. permeability.

Greenery is a core feature
. throughout Kai Tak. The

: types of trees planted

- beside the road have been
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Temporary seats and temporary toilets
with a bench along Shing Fung Road

- chosen for their wind and

- salt tolerance, as well as to

. provide plenty of shades

. and seasonal variations.

: Bamboos have been used in

- lieu of hoardings along

. Shing Fung Road, making a

. softer vertical shield to screen
. sites that are yet to be built.

- Visitors to the area can rest

. and enjoy the views at four

. sets of temporary seats

: that have been inspired by

: the Public Creatives Study

. concept of tree theme

. that runs through the

: development imagery. There
- are also temporary toilets,

: made out of sustainable

- recycled freight containers

: with a bench close to the

- future Runway Park entrance.

. More Infrastructure Gets
: Underway

: With the advance runway

- infrastructure in place,

: CEDD started from the

- third quarter of 2013 the

: construction of stages 3A

: and 4 infrastructure works

. in the North Apron area

- focusing on more roads

: and pedestrian connections
+ for completion by 2017,

. at atotal project estimate

. of about HK$2.2 billion.

. Connectivity between San Po
Kong, To Kwa Wan and KTD
. will be enhanced to cater for
- further developments. O

EEE
Shing Fung Road
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Presentation of souvenirs to officiating guests by
representatives from S.K.H. Ching Shan Primary School
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in planting activities
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« " Officiating guests participating

Community Planting Day Embraces Green Theme

: M The vision for Kai Tak has
5! . always been for a green
s, . oasis of sustainable living
in the heart of Hong
Kong. Now, with
residents moving
into the public
housing and the early
infrastructure completed,
~  KTDis truly
#24  coming to life.
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Since 2009,
CEDD has
been striving
; to make the
. vision a reality and support
: the many new amenities
- that will appear at Kai Tak
- in the coming years.

g - The completed stage 1

w = . infrastructure works
2. w at the North Apron

* - areaincluded building new

- roads and footbridges,

. improving existing roads

: and pedestrian subways,

. constructing two drainage

. box culverts, and planting

- more than 158 000 trees

: and shrubs to beautify the

: environment.

: To mark the completion of

. the stage 1 infrastructure

: works at North Apron

- area and promote the

: government’s commitment
- to greening in infrastructure
: works, CEDD organized a

- Community Planting Day
™ : on August 9. The event

: . took place at the amenity

. area along Shing Kai Road

: outside Tak Long Estate in

: Kai Tak. The event aimed to
. raise public awareness of

- the green design principles
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- that are incorporated into
- theroad network in the

- Kai Tak area to not only

. cater for transport needs,

: but also enhance the

. streetscape with freshness
. and beauty of nature.

: A Memorable Day for

: Guests and Students

: Amongst the participants

: turning up for the occasion
. were guests from the
government and local

- councils, including

¢ Mr Wai Chi-sing, Permanent
. Secretary for Development
(Works), Mr Hon Chi-keung,
- Director of Civil Engineering
: and Development,

Mr Lau Wai-wing, Chairman
. of Kowloon City District

: Council, Mr Li Tak-hong,

: Chairman of Wong Tai Sin

. District Council, and

. Ms So Lai-chun, Vice

: Chairman of Kwun Tong

: District Council, who

. together officiated at the

. ceremony. These officiating
. guests delivered speeches

- and took part in the

. planting ceremony on a fine
. and sunny Friday morning.

: More than 40 teachers and
- students from S.K.H. Ching
. Shan Primary School were
. also present at the event

: to enjoy a memorable day
- out in the morning. Their

. school will combine with

. the SKH.Yat Sau Primary
. School and move into one
. of the two new primary

- school premises that will

. be constructed with much
. improved facilities at

- Kai Tak. The new school
. premises are due for

- completion in the third
. quarter of 2015.

: Elegant Boulevards and
. Seasonal Themes

. In his speech, Mr Wai said
: that trees with thematic

. characteristics will be

. extensively planted in

- the district to create a

. continuous green areaq,

- providing a comfortable

. and natural environment

- for the public. The main

: roads in the North Apron

- area will be lined with

- tall and stately Autumn

: Maple trees for an elegant
. boulevard effect. The

: vibrant landscape design

: will see the district’s large
. amenity areas decorated

- with a variety of colourful
. flowering trees that reflect
© the changing seasons.

. Drawing inspiration from

. the revitalised Kai Tak

. River and echoing the tree

- theme of KTD developed

: by CEDD’s Study on Public

. Creatives, new local roads

. in the North Apron area

- are all named starting

. with the Chinese character

- “UR” (“muk”). Kai Tak’s visual
. identity icon of the “Current
: of Vitality” created from the
: tree concept is also being

. integrated into hoarding

- graphics at various

. construction sites inside

- Kai Tak, and formed the basis
- of the backdrop and hoarding
. designs for the community

. planting day event. I
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Service Award Scheme 2013
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B CEDD, the Energizing Kowloon East (EKE) Office of

Design Ideas Competition for
Preservation Corridor for

- Development Bureau and the Architectural Services Department
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_ teamed up at end last year and made a submission on
JEmomsmwames . “Temporary Office for Energizing Kowloon East Office cum
- Information Kiosk” to participate in the Civil Service
Outstanding Service Award Scheme 2013. The team, led
by Kowloon Development Office, was shortlisted after the
Stage One interview screening in February 2013 and received
recently a Meritorious Award under the Partnership category.
The Partnership Award, together with the Platinum rating (the
highest rating under BEAM Plus) granted recently to the project,
not only affirms our commitment to innovation and quality,
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but also recognizes the success of close cooperation and
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Financial Secretary’s Visit to Kai Tak
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B On August 8, Mr Tsang Chun-wabh,
the Financial Secretary (FS), paid

a visit to EKE Office, followed by a
tour to the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal
Park under construction. FS was
briefed on the progress of EKE by
Mr Lee Kai-wing, Head of EKE Office.
Mr Heung Yuk-sai, Project Manager
(Kowloon) of CEDD, also updated
Mr Tsang on the progress of KTD,
whilst Dr Lee Shu-wing of

Urban Renewal Authority, talked
about developments at the

coordination among the bureau and departments.
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Lung Tsun Stone Bridge Remnants

What facilities are available at the
Kai Tak Cruise Terminal building ?

On the ground floor of the terminal building,

there are baggage handling area, customs hall,
exit hall and ground transportation area including
coach staging areq, while the first floor mainly
accommodates the concourse area for embarkation
and disembarkation, a fee-paying car park and
also provides pick-up and drop-off points for
private cars and taxis. The immigration hall,
check-in and waiting areas, public colonnade

and ancillary commercial areas are situated on
the second floor. The Kai Tak Cruise Terminal Park
is located on the rooftop landscaped deck.

B The two-stage public engagement exercise in 2010 and

2011 held by CEDD led to the full excavation of the Lung Tsun
Stone Bridge remnants, which will be preserved in situ in a
30-m wide and about 200-m long Preservation Corridor. The
Antiquities and Monuments Office has substantially completed
a research study of the history and interpretation of the
remnants. With input from the study, CEDD is now looking for
creative and exceptional design concepts for the Preservation
Corridor through an ideas competition to be held in the latter
half of 2013.0
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Look out
for the
next issue

We will talk about
the Stage 2 Public
Consultation of the
Environmentally
Friendly Linkage
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